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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-18 and 49 are pending. Claims 1, 3, 10, 13, 16, 17 and 49 have been amended. Claim 
18 has been canceled. No new matter has been added. Reexamination and reconsideration of the 
present application is respectfully requested. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The Examiner noted that the claims had errors, namely, that "EdTA" needs to be corrected. The 
Applicant thanks the Examiner for noting this and has corrected the claims. 

The Examiner also recommended that "created" be replaced by "obtained" in claim 16 to clarify 
the invention. Again, the Applicant thanks the Examiner for noting this and has made the 
recommended change. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 

35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph 

The Examiner rejected claims 13-16 as being indefinite for failing to point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention and as being vague, 
indefinite and confusing in that the method of determination of stated identity for sequence other 
than SEQ ID NO:l is at least ambiguous. 

The Applicant respectfully submits that in view of the corrected deposit declaration and 
amendments to the claims, the rejections have been overcome. 
35 U.S.C. $ 1 12, first paragraph 

The Examiner rejects claims 1-18 and 49 as not being described in the specification in a 
way to enable one of skill in the art. The Examiner also notes that the previously submitted 
deposit declaration does not appear pertinent to the instant invention. 

Upon further review of the previously submitted deposit declaration and confirmation, 
the Applicant notes and apologizes for mistakenly submitting the declaration and deposit 
confirmation for a related case. The Applicant presently submits with this Response a new 
deposit declaration and deposit confirmation from the ATCC (as referenced on page 5 of the 
specification). 

In addition, the Applicant has amended the claims to be directed to bacterial strains 
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comprising SEQ ID NO: 1 and nucleic acids of SEQ ID NO: 1 . The Examiner has stated that the 
specification is enabling for one of skill in the art to make and use the invention commensurate 
in scope with such claims. 

In light of the above considerations, Applicants respectfully submit that the presently 
amended claims meet the enablement requirement of patentability. It is therefore respectfully 
requested that the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-17 and 49 be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

The Applicant believes that claims 1-17 and 49 are now in condition for allowance, and a 
favorable action is respectfully requested. If, for any reason, the Examiner finds the application 
other than in condition for allowance, the Examiner is requested to call the undersigned attorney 
at the Los Angeles telephone number (213) 488-7100 to discuss the steps necessary for placing 
the application in condition for allowance should the Examiner believe that such a telephone 
conference would advance prosecution of the application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN LLP 



725 South Figueroa Street, Suite 2800 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-5406 
Telephone: (213) 488-7100 
Facsimile: (213) 629-1033 



Encl.: Declaration of Biological Deposit in Compliance with the Budapest Treaty (incl. ATCC 
confirmation) 



Date: 



3/31/2008 



Carolyh-S. Lik/ 
Registration No. 56,817 
Attorney For Applicant(s) 
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